Thrill of Hope (Zechariah’s story)

Ice Breaker:
	Discuss a time when you couldn’t wait for Christmas and you went searching for you gifts?
	Did you find them?  Did you get in trouble?  Was it worth it?

Christmas Story (Zechariah’s story)
	Read Luke 1:5-25
1. Elizabeth was barren and barren and considered too old for having a child, even though she had been obedient to God.  When have you been obedient to God and still felt forgotten?

2. Someone once said the God’s timing is rarely early, but never late.  Can you relate to this statement in your life?

3. Zechariah had waited faithfully for the coming of Jesus.  Unfortunately, when he heard the news he doubted God.  Have you ever doubted God and missed an opportunity because of your doubt?

4. The good news is that even if we doubt and miss an opportunity, God continues to give us opportunities to trust him.  Where do you think God is trying to lead you into a place of faith/trust in your life?

5.  How is John’s mission (v. 17) a model for your mission today?

6. How might you “prepare” people to come into a relationship with Jesus this Christmas season?

Thrill of Hope (Your Story)

Ice Breaker:
	If you could choose for another family to adopt you, who would you choose? Why?
	Please have fun with this one 

Christmas story (Your Story)
	Read Galations 3:26-4:7
1. Have you ever considered the birth of Jesus as the beginning of your adoption process into God’s family?

2. In these verses, we see God doing everything within His power to adopt us into His family.  Do you find yourself thinking of God as a father?  

3. Every family has their faults.  Do you treat God as though His family will make the same mistakes that your earthly family has made?

4. What effect does being “in Christ” have on relationships among believers?  V. 28

5. How do you explain God’s “adoption process” to the people in your life that are not already in a relationship with God.

6. Verse 6 reminds us that we can have an “Abba, Father” relationship with God.  “Abba” literally meaning “Daddy”!  This shows us that God desires a personal relationship with us.  Spend the rest of your time in group encouraging one another with ways you can better love God like a child loves a dad.

Thrill of Hope (Luke’s Story)

Before we begin this lesson, try to include everyone that is in your house.  Kids, Babysitters, Neighbors…anyone who will listen should be a part of this Christmas story.
Read Luke 1:26-38 
Ice Breaker:
What is your first memory of hearing the Christmas story? Was it at a church, or from a parent, or a grandparent?  

Christmas Story (Luke’s Story) 
1. The Christmas season seems to change the way we treat one another. Why does the Christmas story carry so much meaning this time of year?

2. Have you ever thought about the Christmas story as recorded history?  Why is it so important that we pass this account of Jesus’ birth along?

3. Sometimes the Christmas story can seem like another fairy tale or Disney Movie.  Have you ever spent time thinking of how real the story is?  Share your favorite truth from the Christmas story together.

Read Luke 2:1-20 
Enjoy the truthful account of the birth of our Savior!  Merry Christmas!

