What is Church #5 (2/5/2012)
 Topic –  “Big Drift” 
INTRODUCTION 
Controversies arise in churches for many reasons; some important, some seemingly trivial. One tension that arose in the early days of the Church and that continues to surface over and over is the issue of grace and truth. Namely, how good does a person have to be in order to be part of the church? 

Ice Breaker:  
What is the most unrealistic requirement that has been put on you at work?

OR                                                                                                                                                 What is the most unrealistic requirement you have had to meet in order to join an organization?  
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1.  Read Acts 15:1-35. The controversy for the Church at that time was over circumcision and dietary   laws. What are contemporary sources of controversy for “entry” in the Church?

2. From your perspective, who is the church for…”The Insiders”, “The Outsiders”, “Both”? 

3.  In your opinion, is it too easy or too hard to become a Christian? Explain.
The key principles Nate shared on Sunday are as follows…..

 The drift is toward insiders and away from outsiders.


How can we guard against the propensity to drift toward insiders rather than outsiders? 

Try to come up with three to five examples from within your group.

 The drift is toward law and away from grace.


How can we guard against the propensity to drift toward law rather than grace? 

Try to come up with three to five examples from within your group.
The drift is toward preserving rather than advancing.

How can we guard against the propensity to preserve rather than advance? 


Try and come up with three to five examples from within your group.

CHANGING YOUR MIND 
It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 
Acts 15:19

Takeaway Question – How can I live out Acts 15:19?  

Close with Prayer
