Church Family,
This report celebrates 2019 and all that God has done in a year of incredible growth. The numbers
in this report represent lives being changed by God. Every number has a name and a story, and
every story matters to God. He has been so good to us and we have so much to celebrate!
We started off 2019 with Explore God, a series that united 815 churches in the Chicagoland area
to explore God together. It created incredible momentum as we began the year. Then in February
we hosted our first ever Ladies Unconference, I Am In Hot Pursuit. It was a day full of Jesus for
over 200 ladies including many who didn't have a personal relationship with Jesus.
The Spring brought Spark Tank, an incredible day of speakers from our mission partners:
Channahon-Minooka Rotary Club, Ms. Pearl's Good News DayCare, Destiny Rescue and Feed
My Starving Children. We are praising God for these relationships as we work together to make a
difference locally, regionally and globally. Over $100,000 was given through Reclaimed and 1200
people volunteered.
Then it was time for our Annual Egg Hunt. Although we rescheduled due to snow (in April!), it was
once again a successful outreach event bringing in visitors. Next up was the celebration of Easter
- The Before and After. This was the first year we focused on Palm Sunday and Passion week.
2019 was an incredible year of life change with more baptisms happening in 1 year than we've
ever had - 35! We had 11 weeks in a row of baptisms and 86 graduates of Rooted. You can read
more on that in this report, but know that Life Change and Life Growth are happening!
In the Fall we hosted our first Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack and had 600 volunteers
pack 116,640 meals! You can read more about all of the mission highlights in this report as you'll
see many examples of people living out Life Purpose.
The groundwork was laid for Online Church with equipment and software purchased and tested.
We are so excited about this new resource because it will introduce more people to Jesus. The
goal is to reach 200-300 more people with Online Church in 2020.
Thank you to all of you that volunteered, invited your friends and family, gave financially, and have
done so much to bring more people into a relationship with Jesus. As we start 2020, please
continue to invite others. Share your stories of life change, life growth, and life purpose with them.
You are the church!

Nate Ferguson, Lead Pastor

With God's power working in us, God can do much, much more than anything we can
ask or imagine. To him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus for all time,
forever and ever. Amen - Ephesians 3:20-21 (NCV)

353
Total Baptisms
in the Life
of the Church

35
Baptisms
In
2019

I'm showing I love God and I
know He loves me even
though I'm not perfect. I've
learned my sins are forgiven
and accept the gift that God
has given me. I want to
grow in my faith and learn
more about God.

A Father and daughter
were baptized together.

Over the past 35 years I've learned
that God's grace and faithfulness are
always there for me. It doesn't
matter how many times I fall down in
sin or drift in my faith, Christ's love
and forgiveness are always there for
me. Just as God has been faithful to
me and given me the gift of
forgiveness through Jesus Christ, I
want to be faithful to Him and honor
Him by being baptized.

Even though I was
baptized as a baby, it
wasn't by choice.
I have felt a pull to do this
publicly. I want to love,
honor, and respect God
and His Church. There is
something worth fighting
for and it's good.

God was working in my life
when I didn't even know it.
I want Jesus to continue to
change my heart to be
more like Him. For me,
accepting Jesus as my
Savior has meant that I no
longer depend on myself
alone. Jesus is in control.

A few months ago I didn't believe in
God. I felt like he abandoned me as
a child. I've lived a life of
depression, self-harm, fear, and
loneliness. Now I realize that God
never left me. He was guiding and
preparing me to fulfill a purpose. I
now see the blessings I have and
continue to receive. I'm learning to
live undaunted through Christ.

God has been chasing me for a long time, but I
always said no. Ignoring Him and searching
for purpose in the wrong places led to chaos,
pain, and loneliness. I didn't realize that while I
was busy chasing purpose, God already gave
it to me. I'm excited to publicly profess my
faith, to tell the world and God that I'm done
ignoring Him. I'm choosing to say yes.

This year I've worked harder
than ever on growing my
connection with God and
making sure He's prioritized in
my life. I've found God in
places I never thought to look.

451

People
Connected In
36 Groups

60%

Attenders
Connected
In Groups

HIGHLIGHTS
Rooted: 3 sessions (Winter, Summer, Fall), 86
graduates, 11 baptisms, and 6 new leaders.
Personal Discipleships Started: 10 people
committed to meet one on one, once a week, for a
year to get equipped to disciple others. They
agreed to do this same thing for at least one
person a year moving forward indefinitely.
New Groups Started: Young Men and Young
Ladies (20’s-30’s), Couples, Young Families,
Moms in Prayer, Thursday Morning Ladies.

Caring For Each Other...
I am so grateful for our Lifegroup! I was 34 weeks
pregnant and ended up at the hospital. The ladies
brought group to me at the hospital while the dads
stayed back with all of the kids. They came with
flowers and treats and prayed over me. One of
them even took my kids for the day. It was so
comforting!
- Catie

Village University Started: Opportunities to lead,
learn, meet people, and get comfortable in a
group. Topics: Bible 101 / 102, Spiritual Gifts,
Impact Bible Study, Strongholds, Bible
Vocabulary, Grace in Parenting, Women in
Leadership, Jesus in the Old Testament. Lifegroup
Coaches led training for 8 new leaders.

WHERE I STARTED / WHERE I FINISHED

86

People Went
Through
Rooted

STARTED: Searching for ways to become closer to God
FINISHED: Closer to the Lord. Realize my purpose is to help others find Jesus and
salvation. I am a vessel for God to do His work.
STARTED: Felt like sin defined me
FINISHED: I’m free from my past and accepting the way God made me.
STARTED: I was drowning. No faith, no trust…just brokenness
FINISHED: I opened my heart to Jesus! I’m pursuing a real relationship with Him.
He pulled me out of the water.
STARTED: Carried baggage and guilt from past sin and mistakes,
FINISHED: Truly forgiven. At peace with the past, I know God will use it.

Since Rooted, I've accepted my past, I've
forgiven the people who've hurt me, and
released my strongholds. This is the
moment that my life through Jesus begins,
and I can't wait to see what the incredible
power of His grace and love will do.

1200
People Serving
Outside Our
Church Walls
In 2019

$915,782

$204,782

Given to
Missions Since
The Village
Started

Given to
Missions
in 2019

Local
5 food trucks provided 50,000 lbs of food to struggling families in the community.
Village volunteers packed 4500 food bags for the Channahon-Minooka Rotary Club Backpack
Program. The food is discreetly placed in the backpacks of 160 kids from low income families. This
was an increase from 70 kids in 2018.
70 volunteers served 73 families & 233 kids at the Back to School Blowout in August.
The Golf Outing and Family Putt Putt raised $20,000 in July for the Backpack Program,
Christmas meals for struggling families and the Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack.
Needs were met within our church family, such as help with utility bills.
40 turkey dinners were delivered to single moms and struggling families at Thanksgiving.
70 kids from those families received Christmas gifts from Santa and Mrs. Claus.
75 free oil changes were given to local families who needed a boost.

I was blessed by your food pantry and was blown away by your generosity. Volunteers truly
had a 'servant's heart'
- Mobile Food Pantry attender

You have no idea what a blessing this is for my family .

- Back To School Blowout attender

Regional
400 volunteers served 200 guests at Night to Shine, a prom experience for those with
special needs. We partnered with Crossroads Church, who hosted, and Minooka Bible
Church. This was the biggest Night to Shine celebration of the area in the last 3 years!
37 volunteers served inner-city kids at Ms. Pearl's Day Care in Chicago.
We hosted a fundraiser for Ms. Pearl's Good News DayCare resulting in $21,500 for her
ministry in the Roseland community of Chicago.
50 Joliet Junior College students regularly attended InterVarsity events and 3 students made
the decision to claim Jesus Christ as their Savior.

Our Village people packed potatoes at Northern Illinois Food Bank. It's hard to quantify this
because people go on their own to serve. 19 people from Lifegroups served here together.
There were 3 Rooted Serve Experiences with 86 people serving at Cornerstone Services,
MorningStar Mission, Northern Illinois Food Bank, and helping people in our community.

Three churches coming together to celebrate people with special needs is a huge win. This
event honors God and makes a great night for so many of his favorite people.
- Night To Shine Volunteer

Command them to
do good, to be rich in
good deeds, and to be
generous and be
willing to share.
-1 Timothy 6:18

Global
$26,500 was raised for the Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack on October 5, 2019.
116,640 meals were packed by 600 volunteers at the Feed My Starving Children Mobile
Pack. The boxes were shipped to Guyana in South America.
Our mission partner, Destiny Rescue, rescued 1400 in 2019. There are 50 Village people
donating $35 per month = $21,000 per year to sponsor girls.

25 people traveled to Heart for Africa for a week-long mission trip taking a total of $4,500 of
clothes and supplies for the orphans. The groups were able to bring back items from Africa
saving $8,000 in shipping costs.
Ornament sales raised $14,000 in 2019 for Ms. Pearl's Good News DayCare and Heart for
Africa. It was our 5th year selling ornaments resulting in $101,500 given away to various
ministries.

A SERVANT'S HEART...
July 19, 2019 was a difficult day as we watched our ministry
partner’s (Heart for Africa) land burn. There were 3 people
from our church family serving there at the time of the fire.
Fortunately, only 1 of the 62 buildings burned and all 240
children and 300+ workers were safe.
One of our church family, Chris, stepped into action and
organized an event to raise money to help Heart for Africa
rebuild. His employer matched funds raised up to $1000. He
got items for bid to raise some extra funds.The goal was to
raise $2000.
The event happened August 16, 150 people showed up and
nearly $7000 was raised!

Be sure to fear the
Lord and serve him
faithfully with all your
heart; consider what
great things he has
done for you.
– 1 Samuel 12:24

Big Days In 2019
1,361 Total Attendance

735

353

Easter

Average
Sunday
Attendance

Adult First Time
Visitors

1,112 Total Attendance
Christmas

A direct quote from my husband, "I learned more today in church than I did in the last 30 years."
- Nicole

Ever since I started focusing on spending more time with God, he has been working through me
in all areas of my life. I am forever grateful for finding The Village church! Every service speaks to
me and provides a message I need to hear.
- Ashley (new attender)r)

I spoke with a visitor who had no church background and hadn’t heard any stories from the Bible.
She was able to listen and follow along in service, and even when she didn’t understand
everything, she understood enough and had take-homes. She isn’t sure what she thinks yet, but
she feels comfortable at The Village and is willing to listen and try!
- Sarah
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Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.

-1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

I wanted to extend my thanks to all of you for your prayers. I truly believe in
the intercession of prayer and am so grateful to you all.
- Sarah

824

32
Prayer Warriors

Hours per Month
Prayer Warriors
Are Bringing
It To God

The Village hosted it's First National Day
Of Prayer. It was a day to pray for our
church, our community and our country.

Our Prayer Warriors start each
day with this powerful truth:
For this is the day that the Lord
has made, we will rejoice and
be glad in it. - Psalm 118:24
The team meets the 2nd and 4th
Sunday for 7 am prayer walking
through the church laying hands
on every seat. They pray for the
church, community and country.

$887,419

Given To The Village in 2019

How That Was Used

I no longer depend
on myself because I

Budget

Received

Facility

42%

$356,300

$356,300

Ministry

15%

$125,833

$170,836

Staff

43%

$360,283

$360,283

$842,416

$887,419

Total

have Jesus. He knows
what's best for me
and is in control.

I'm putting God

NOTES:
Over 70 families/individuals started giving in 2019. Weekly giving
exceeded the $16,200 budget with a weekly average of $16,961.
Those extra funds were used to purchase and install equipment for
Online Church coming in 2020 and pay down land debt.

at the forefront
and am excited
to move
forward.

Over $200,000 in debt was paid off in 2019. We are on time to pay
off our 10 acre land expansion in 2021, but will be praying for
God's provision to pay it off by year end 2020.
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130

Volunteers
Serving

Parent
Dedications

130

Average #
of Kid Villagers

175
First Time
Kids

Classroom Expansion

A classroom was added and rooms shifted to accommodate record setting growth.

Change Challenge For Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack
The girls raised $305.84 and the boys raised $249.01 and Nate took a pie in the face!

350

Kids At Trunk Or Treat
My boys loved the Trunk or
Treat! They had a blast and
are still talking about it days
later! Thank you so much!
- Kayla (visitor)

What a fun lesson.
Scooping out a pumpkin
(forgiving our sin) and
making a jack-o-lantern
(God is the light in our life).
The kids just loved it!

Growing up I heard different aspects of religion, but it never
really sunk in. It wasn’t until I attended CIY that I felt the presence
of God, which was something I never felt before. From that
moment my eyes have been opened to God's Word, prayer,
passing on His message, and sharing about Him to others. My
decision to get baptized is the next step of my journey with God.
- Allison

FUN NOTE: Allison now leads Pulse Worship.

My whole life I tried to do the right things for the wrong
reasons. I tried to be a good person and follow the rules
because I wanted people to like me. At CIY I had an
experience that altered how I saw Jesus. I decided to
change, help rather than hurt others, and to do it in the
name of Jesus. My baptism marks my new life of serving
and accepting Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior.
-Mason

FUN NOTE: Mason now serves on the Tech Team on Sundays.

HIGHLIGHTS
10 students committed
their lives to Christ and were baptized
119 students and 21 leaders
came out for Pulse Fall Kick-Off
Pulse Jr. grew from 20 to 60 students
Brittany Sandeno hired as Pulse Jr. Director
4 graduated seniors are now back
serving in Pulse Jr.

49

High School
StudentsAttended
Christ In Youth
(CIY)
Wheaton,IL
July

23

Jr. High Students
Attended
CIY Believe
Springfield, IL
March

18
Jr. High
StudentsAttended
Little Galilee
Camp
Clinton,IL
July

McKenzie is leading through her example of loving God
and loving new students so well. She actively
welcomes and includes students each week.

Thank You! to the young lady who
befriended my foster daughter at
Pulse last night. You have no idea
how much that meant to her.
I 've never seen her so happy.
- Post on Facebook

6

Pulse Jr.
Small Groups
meeting each
weekend

FACEBOOK PAGE AND FACEBOOK GROUP (VILLAGE FRIENDS)
INSTAGRAM
YOUTUBE

2000

Facebook Likes
21%

391

YouTube
Subscribers

450

Instagram
Followers
40%

A 24/7 online approach increases opportunities for someone to start a relationship with Jesus. It
takes advantage of the other 167 hours in the week beyond the 1 hour church service.

18,864 visitors came to our website from 139 countries in 2019.
Over 100 Village people worked through the study of James on the YouVersion Bible App and
were talking about it on social media.
513 Village people connected on the Village Friends Facebook group. Prayer requests are shared,
our church family encourages each other and stays connected during the week.

Visitors Came Because They Saw A Facebook Post...
I came to The Village because I saw a Facebook ad. It couldn't have come at a better time. I
want a relationship with God and I'm not sure where to start. I'm longing for the feeling of
belonging. This Sunday will be our second time attending.

Online Reviews Are Important...
My family loves coming to The Village! The people are so welcoming, friendly and they care about
every individual that walks through their doors! The sermons are planned from the Bible and
explained in a way that I totally understand. I look forward to it and can't wait to come back!

Meaningful Conversations Start On Social Media...
I have lots of questions that I've never trusted anyone enough to ask. I told my wife everything
about our talk, and she is thinking about meeting with you as well.

