This report celebrates 2021 and all that GOD HAS DONE in a year of incredible growth! You
will see many stories of Life Change, Life Growth, and Life Purpose. Some of these will be
represented with numbers, but we want to be clear that every number has a name and a
story, and every one matters to God. He has been so good to us and we can so much to
thank Him for!
2021 started with growth in the midst of a pandemic. Amazing leaders and volunteers pushed
forward with the mission and for that I am forever thankful.
The Online Campus, The Village LIVE, provided an option for those that could not physically
get to church. God responded to years of prayer and planning when the Seneca Campus
launched February 21, 2021. This campus is now reaching an average of 122 people per
week. You will read more about Seneca in this report and be prepared to be amazed at what
God has done in just 10 months!
Between the Minooka and Seneca Campuses we saw well over 300 visiting families
(representing 500+ people). Incredible! So many new friends who are now experiencing Life
Change, Life Growth, and Life Purpose.
Our Generosity in 2021 far outpaced our need allowing us to add funds to our Haiti Meal pack
(check out the Missions section for more great news), pay down principle on our mortgage,
and secure $100,000 in start up funds for our next campus in the Coal City/Braidwood area
targeted to open Fall 2022.
The Village is now one church in multiple locations with unlimited potential! We can’t wait to
see how God uses you to be the church to others who don’t know Jesus. Please pray with us
for how God will use you and me to be His Church and carry out our mission - helping people
experience Life Change, Life Growth, and Life Purpose. Everyone of you is special and God
has a plan for YOU!
Nate Ferguson
Lead Pastor, The Village Christian Church

Very truly I tell you,
whoever believes in me
will do the works I
have been doing, and
they will do even
greater things than
these..."-John 14:12

"The Village is a beacon of love
and hope in Jesus in our
community of Seneca." - Carol

123
Launched February 21, 2021

Average
weekly
attendance

40 volunteers worked round the clock doing construction,
painting, and cleaning - an "Extreme Church Makeover"!
140 people attended the launch with 2 services, live teaching
and worship, Kid Village and Pulse Students for grades 4-8
during both services.
What did God do in 10 months? 5 baptisms, 5 Lifegroups
started, 15 Rooted graduates, 3 personal discipleships, and
5 mobile food pantries to serve the community and more!

"I've watched The Village
Seneca Campus dig into helping
the community, a special place
you can go when you need to
escape. There's a place for you
at The Village!" - Raegen

368
Average #
of people/week
experiencing
online church

1425
New
Viewers
on
live.thevillage

I wanted a deeper relationship with God.
I've always prayed but haven't been to
church in years. I've been watching the live
streams on Facebook! Thank you for
providing that option! With small children
and the pandemic, it's a wonderful option.

I love the opportunity
to turn on The Village
Live whenever I want
or need it. I usually turn
it on in my car because
that's the best time to
listen for me.

More Opportunities To Experience Online
3 new platforms launched in September:
Roku, AppleTV, and Amazon FireTV.

Online Family Making Big Decisions

My heart was filled with pain, resentment,
and guilt. I was unable to move forward.
Once I learned to forgive those who
hurt me, I was finally able to move
forward and felt free to accept God. I
didn’t realize he had been there the
whole time. I am so grateful.
-Andrea, Online Campus

411
Total Baptisms
in the Life
of the
Church

40
Baptisms
In
2021

I never knew what it meant to
have a real relationship with
God. He's transformed my life. I
can trust the plan He has for my
life. - Maddie

I’m ready to draw a line in the
sand and commit myself fully
to Jesus. I recognize that He's
the only way to eternal life
and I want to declare that I'm
fully trust Him. - Cole

I've gone through more dark days than I'd like
to admit. My growth with myself, my wife and
our family is no secret. God has a plan for us
and it's been working. - Tony

I never had a full concept of who
Jesus was. Now I get WHO Jesus
is and what He did for me. - Cara

My priorities weren't aligned
with what should be expected
from a Christian. I now know
that I am redeemed in Him and
I’m dedicated to being a better
version of myself in return for
that grace. - Brian

I was afraid to be baptized because I
felt that I wasn't good enough. I'm
getting ready to join the Navy and
feel ready to do it now. - Dreveon

I wasn't always a believer, In fact, I was
convinced God was a scam. But after my
brother passed, I turned to God and He
showed me His glory. I started to see the
things I prayed for take action. It made
me realize that God must be real. - Curtis

I had never felt connected to God, and always felt like I was
on the outside. I never owned a Bible. Now I'm washing away
all of my old doubts, fears, sins, and lies. I am so thankful for
everything God has done for me. - Jessica

304

People
connected in
32 Lifegroups

45

Personal
Discipleships
22 Completed
23 Active

Life Change Through Personal Discipleship
What's A Personal Discipleship?
One on one weekly meetings for a full year to
become equipped to disciple others.
We are disciple makers!
This personal discipleship
drove a lot of great
conversations between
us, and I’m thankful for
the growth I found in my
faith through this
experience! - Cassie

Life Growth
Loving Jesus
Relationships
Friends
Serving
Supporting
Encouraging
Hanging Out

He doesn’t call the qualified,
He qualifies the called.
2 Corinthians 3:5-6

Where I Was...Where I Am Now
75
People
Experienced
Rooted
In 2021
STARTED: I felt inadequate to tell my story.
FINISHED: I've learned the Holy Spirit will do that with me.

STARTED: Society told me who I was supposed to be.
FINISHED: Trusting God to show me who HE wants me to be.

STARTED: I didn't know how to pray or hear God.
FINISHED: I have daily conversations with God.

Online Rooted Groups See Life Change

826
People Serving
Outside Our
Church Walls
In 2021

$327,852
Given to
Missions
In 2021

$1,413,576
Given to
Missions Since
The Village
Started

Local & Regional
13 mobile food pantries (7 Minooka, 5 Seneca, 1 Braidwood) provided 130,000 lbs of food to
families. Lifegroups served at Northern Illinois Food Bank in Joliet packing food for the hungry.
Volunteers packed 2000 food bags for the Channahon-Minooka Rotary Club Backpack Program.
The food is discreetly placed in the backpacks of 100 kids from low income families.
179 kids came through for new shoes, socks and a lot of clothes at the Big Give in June.
The June Golf Outing raised $22,500 to help local families.
30 turkey dinners were delivered to single moms and struggling families at Thanksgiving.
Ms. Pearl's Christmas Store served 304 families in Roseland, on the south side of Chicago.
Our church family donated $5,000 worth of toys and volunteered at the event.
$20,000 in playground equipment was donated and installed at Ms. Pearl's Good News DayCare.

Global
$4500 from ornament sales was raised for Heart For Africa. This mission now serves over
300 orphans.
Our mission partner, Destiny Rescue, rescues children from human trafficking. 25 Village
people are donating $35 per month = $10,500 per year to sponsor rescued children.
86,000 meals for Haiti were packed in October at the Lifeline Christian Mission Meal Pack.

This has been an incredible opportunity to see so
many people from our surrounding communities
gather together to serve a common goal - to help
those in desperate need.”

Heart For Africa

A Few Highlights
939
385
New Guests
in 2021

Seneca Campus Launched February
21, 2021 with 140 people

Average
Attendance
Across
All Campuses

908 In-Person + 1252 Online =
2160 Christmas Attendance
God continues working in the
midst of the COVID pandemic.

My daughter and I attended your church today for the first time. I've always believed, but have
struggled with my beliefs. I was so mad for such a long time, but God knew what I needed when
even I didn't. Things haven't been easy, but my daughter is a miracle that God provided me. I
can't wait to continue attending church and bring myself and my daughter closer to God.

Not until I started coming to the Village did I understand what it meant to have a relationship with
the Lord. I've been able to find my identity in Him, find incredible community, walk in the purpose
that the Lord has given me, and overcome hardships. It's been a daily surrender to the only one
who can take away the pain, make a way, provide truth, and love me when I don’t deserve it.
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The numbers represent
lives being changed
by God.
Every number has a name,
every name has a story,
and every story matters
to God.

2021 BUDGET

2021 ACTUAL

$943,224

$1,092,572

WEEKLY NEED: $18,138

WEEKLY RECEIVED $21,011

Facility
36%

$340,950

Staff
49%

HOW EXCESS WAS USED:
$6,000 Meal Pack For Haiti
$50,000 Coal City Campus

$464,724

$100,000 Mortgage Extra
Payment On Principal
Note: Weekly spending budget was
$18,138. We came in at $18,000.

Ministry
15%

$137,550

58

It's so fun to be generous
and be part of all that
God is doing at The Village!

New
Givers

GIVING RECAP
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14

27

2nd/3rd graders
traveled to Little
Galilee Christian
Camp

Kid Villagers at
Seneca Campus
launch

I love seeing kids respond to Jesus, trusting
Him as Lord and Savior, and watching what
God does in their lives. -Carol, Volunteer

This girl was invited by
a friend to Pulse 45.
She's never been to
church before.
She is now praying, and
has not missed a week!

THAT'S A WIN!

25

4th/5th graders
traveled to Little
Galilee Christian
Camp

The Jr. High boys were talking about
why we need to follow God and why
it's important to surrender to Him.
1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your
anxiety on Him because He
cares for you.”
Each of the boys wrote it down and
brought it home without the leader
prompting them!!

THAT'S A WIN!

A Few Highlights

I used to try to control every aspect of my life, compare myself to
others, and expect to be perfect, which led to stress and anxiety. I
knew I needed to let God take over, yet I couldn't seem to fully
trust Him. Now I've felt God’s presence, and an overwhelming
peace and joy. I'm able to give up control of my life to God. I am
confident that, no matter what, God will be with me and get me
through whatever life throws at me. Before, I tried so hard to be
perfect and be someone that God did not make me to be. Then, I
found my identity in Christ and realized that His opinion is the only
one that truly matters. – Lauren

3 New Student Lifegroups
Student Led Worship
7 Students Took The Next Step Of Baptism
Partnered with area churches hosting 2 Backyard Blends resulting in
amazing attendance: 135 Spring and 103 Fall.

Going to Pulse on Sunday night is my favorite part of my
week. I look forward to spending time with my friends and
growing closer in my relationship with Jesus.

FACEBOOK PAGE
FACEBOOK STORIES
FACEBOOK GROUP (VILLAGE FRIENDS)
YOUTUBE

3217

822

Facebook
Followers
27%

YouTube
Subscribers
18%

The Village
Facebook
In 2021...
90,276
Post Engagements

A 24/7 online
approach increases
opportunities for
community and for
someone to start a
relationship with Jesus.

INSTAGRAM FEED
INSTAGRAM STORIES
REELS
IGTV

The Village
YouTube
In 2021...
14,304 views
234,000 watch time minutes

Social takes advantage of the other
167 hours in the week beyond the
1 hour church service.
Sharing the good news of Jesus!

778

Instagram
Followers
29%

The Village
Instagram
In 2021...
10,835
Content Interactions

Community happened
on social. Prayer
requests, encouraging
each other, having
fun, and staying
connected.

INSTAGRAM TOP NINE

.

INSTAGRAM REEL PLAYS

WHO WE ARE VIDEO TOP
FACEBOOK POST

