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			That’s Why I Choose Kids
		

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				

				
					
						
					
			
						
				
			Kids’ hearts are pure and genuine, and well, they just get it. They have an unwavering faith and curiosity. Kids often have a natural curiosity about the world around them, including spiritual matters. A children’s pastor gets to witness and nurture this curiosity, answering questions about God, faith, and morality in ways that are understandable and meaningful to young minds.

One night, during Pulse 45 student ministry, I witnessed an amazing act of kindness with my fifth-grade boys. I have a group that is highly competitive, and they dog each other constantly. We were playing gaga ball, and everybody was having a great time and laughing and being silly.

I have one little boy who is quiet, shy, and awkward, yet shows up every week and participates. Usually, he doesn’t win anything. As I watched kids get out of the game, I noticed a group of four boys who huddled real quick between rounds, and then I saw them leave the game one by one. It was down to two boys, the super-competitive one and the shy, not-so-athletic one. The super-athletic boy lost the game on purpose, making my other little guy the winner. Fifth grade boys don’t normally act that way. But because of their love for Jesus, it’s easy for them to recognize and make a decision to allow something like that to happen. I was so touched and moved by their gesture.

That’s why I choose kids.

I receive messages from parents, that say, “Hey, what’s that song that you guys sing in Kid Village? My child keeps requesting it because they want to listen to it in the car.”

Recently, a parent sent me a message that said, “My daughter and I pray before every single one of her gymnastics meets. I ask her what she wants to pray about, and she tells me. It’s usually me who does the praying. But today she prayed out loud, and was not afraid because you told her to go out and be bold.

A parent shared with me that their daughter is president of the kindness club in their neighborhood. She was currently having the first meeting of the club and planning out ways that they are going to be kind.

When you walk alongside a child who’s parent passes away, and they stand up and say at the visitation, “My dad is not dead, he lives on because He is with Jesus.”

My very favorite is when a parent tells you that their daughter wants to go into ministry because of the impact the church has had on them.

Matthew 19:14 says:

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”


Kids Are Filled With Joy In Simplicity

The simple, unguarded moments of joy and discovery that children experience can be a powerful reminder of the beauty in the world. It reinforces the values of faith, hope, and love in their purest forms.

Kid spiritual growth is a journey. One that involves helping kids understand the importance of kindness, forgiveness, and community, and seeing these values reflected in their actions and interactions.

Working with kids also means facing the challenges they encounter, from family issues to personal struggles. But walking alongside kids, I help navigate these difficulties with faith and resilience.

When you work with kids, there is a reward of influence. One of the most fulfilling aspects of being a children’s pastor is seeing the long-term impact of your work. Influencing children in a positive, faith-filled direction can shape their lives and the lives of those around them for years to come.

Kids also teach me. I often find that I learn as much from the kids as the kids do from me. The honesty, openness, and fresh perspective of kids can inspire and challenge adults to see their faith and the world in new ways.

Check out Kid Village  and Pulse 45 at all 3 of our campuses.
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			Plan your visit today!
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			Minooka Campus
		

				

				
				
							8965 South Bell Road
Minooka, IL 60447
Sundays @ 9:00 & 10:30 AM
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							104 North Main Street
Seneca, IL 61360
Sundays @ 9:30 AM
						

				

				
				
			        

            

	    
                

                                                                
                    Directions

                                    

	                        
        

		

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Coal City Campus
		

				

				
				
							965 E. Division Street
Coal City, IL 60416

Sundays @ 9:00 & 10:30 AM
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							The Village LIVE
Sundays @ 9:00 & 10:30 AM (CST)
Available on-demand 24/7
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